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CHAPTER1

PRESENT DAY, THE MURPHY HOUSEHOLD

JACKSON

aryl and Tommy had the flu this
week, which put us behind
schedlule.

Between you and me I'm betting the illness
they have is “whiskey” flu. I gave them bonus
checks on Thursday. They each called in on
Friday.
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llison and I stand in shared stark, shocked
silence in the beam of ligh hi

across the foyer. My mind’s a jumble of what

Jules just told me. That Allison stole an Oscar from
Millie Duncan. That McCormack made a statement

I said no.
What the hell was that about?

>

“YOU’RE GOING to Beth’s wedding?” I ask in disbelief.

My best buddy from college, Barrett Fox, is sitting
across from me, beer in hand. I was never good
enough to go pro, but he did. Until he blew out a
shoulder.

Like his last name implies, his hair is reddish
brown. He'’s a good-looking bastard with charisma to
spare, which is probably how he'd landed his
former / once.
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today that Allison needs rehab. That Hollywood’s “it”
couple McNina is no more.

It’s a lot to absorb, and I would've preferred letting
it sink in slowly while enjoying a ham and cheese

be more confused. “Who's they?”

With a patient sigh, she lifts her cellphone off the
table and then hands it over. I scan the “comments”
unsure how to feel.

Nina may have bad taste in restaurants, but he’s
yummy. Who is that guy??? I want him for myself!

I live in Ohio and haven't seen a guy that hot here
EVER.

H.O.T. That beard. Dark hair. Call me!!!

“Your face.” Allie giggles
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moment we landed. Texts and two missed calls from
Xavier came through. I tromped through the airport,
huge sunglasses on, ball cap pulled low, and texted

him.
1 want you to go to rehab like we
agreed. How can | land you a role on

my next film if you refuse to call me
back? If you refuse to seek treatment?

Seek treatment. Like I'm a damn alcoholic?

Jessica Lemmon is a former job-hopper who resides in Ohio
with her husband and rescue dogs. She holds a degree in
graphic design currently gathering dust in an impressive
frame. When she’s not writing emotionally-charged stories,
she spends her time drawing, drinking coffee, and laughing
with friends. Her motto is Read for fun, and she believes we all
should do more of what makes us happy.
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Jessica Lemmon's romance novels have been praised as
"purely delicious fun" and "lavish, indulgence-fueled romance"
by Publisher's Weekly, as well as "wonderfully entertaining”
and "a whole lot of fun!" by RT Book Reviews. She is the best-

Ready ts stant a fresh series? feres a peck at
bsst 1 from the Blue Collar Billisnaires series.
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VIVIAN

Vivian Vandemark isn’t my real name.
It sounds fancy, though, doesn’t it? That alliteration
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